microscopic drawings which are well engraved. It is deduced that polypi may be divided into two varieties, the fibro-plastic and epithelial. The former rarely spring from the tympanum, and rather from the outer than inner half of the meatus, but may be attached to the membrana tympani itself. They grow from the fibrous tissues of the ear, are globular or pyriform, and covered by a kind of pavement epithelium. The latter group grow from the epithelial tissues of the ear, consist of epithelial elements, and are highly vascular. These may be found in any part of the meatus, or may spring from the mucous membrane of the drum. In all of both groups of cases, he infers that otorrhcea preceded the polypus; and he thinks the growths are due to something of the nature of inflammation. In the majority the membrana tympani was perforated to a greater or less degree, or at all events diseased. Both kinds may be successfully extracted, and by persevering after-treatment with caustics and astringents, their return may be obviated. In one instance an epithelial polypus which filled the meatus, obstinately reappeared even after a second removal.
At length a swelling showed itself in the mastoid process, on which being opened, a copious discharge of pus resulted, and water injected into the meatus flowed out through the mastoid process. A polypus was seen in the cavity of the drum, which was injected with perchloride of iron, when the growth shrivelled up, and dropped out of the ear two days after, never to reappear.?A very instructive case. The essay is practical and philosophical.
